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• Build Test Solutions publish case study showcasing the merits of measuring 
building performance pre and post retrofit

• Sero release their New Build Specification

• Our de-carb army hosted their first event

Welcome
With what we hope is a scorcher of a week for everyone to finish 
August, we wanted to further brighten up your day by sharing lots of 
great news about the positive progress we have been making 
delivering Optimised Retrofit.

Optimised Retrofit project partners continue to hit major milestones:

• Sero have filmed BEE (Building Energy Engine) installation tutorial films

• Our case studies with Clwyd Alyn, Merthyr Tydfil Housing Association and Tai Tarian have 
been filmed

It’s been a busy month so read on to find out more . . .



Build Test Solution launch new case study

A central pillar of the 
Optimised Retrofit project 
is to improve how buildings 
are assessed. 

This not only helps to ensure 
that investment in retrofit is 
well targeted but feeds into 
the onward detailed design 
and specification of an 
appropriate retrofit upgrade 
package. 

Such assessment concerns 
two primary elements: the 
physical properties of the 

dwelling(s); and the 
occupant(s) and their energy 
use behaviours.

The answer to improving 
physical property 
assessments lies in finding 
ways of actually measuring 
the true real-world 
performance of buildings at 
scale. 

Ordinarily, building 
performance measurement 
is considered high cost, 
complex and disruptive. 

In order to challenge this and 
assess viability, the 
Optimised Retrofit project 
team commissioned Build 
Test Solutions to showcase 
what is possible today by 
carrying out a series of 
ground breaking 
measurements on five 
properties owned and 
managed by Linc Cymru. 

Find out the results of Build 
Test Solution’s case study 
here.

https://www.linc-cymru.co.uk/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/08/25/blog-measuring-the-measurable/


Sero launches their New Build Specification

Sero has launched a New 
Build Specification to 
support others in the 
industry to deliver truly net 
zero in operation homes 
– for all homes: social 
housing, privately owned 
and rented accommodation.

The specification maps out 
considerations relating to 
the design and fabric of the 
home, heating, and the use of 
renewables and smart 

energy technologies, to 
ensure a performance 
standard that will be truly 
net zero in operation (in 
accordance with the UK 
Green Build Council’s 
definition), at some point 
during the 2030s as the 
energy grid continues to 
decarbonise.

The publication of Sero’s 
specification follows the 
release this week of Welsh 

Government’s latest 
Development Quality 
Requirements, Creating 
Beautiful Homes and Places, 
which requires that all newly 
built social homes in Wales 
will need to be fossil fuel free 
and reach the highest energy 
efficiency standards moving 
forward.

Welsh Government’s ambition is for private developers to adopt the same approach by 2025. 
The Sero New Build Specification will help all developers to deliver net zero homes as soon as 
they are able, and is based around three key principles:

1. Zero Carbon homes must include the occupants unregulated (plug-in) emissions and not 
just heating

2. Zero Carbon homes to be planned to converge with the ongoing large-scale grid 
decarbonisation activities

3. Zero Carbon homes have systems that ‘hunt’ low carbon time-of-use energy and offer 
the grid ‘demand shift’

As well as working with a number of social landlords to deliver zero carbon new homes and to 
retrofit existing homes, Sero is also working to pave the way within the private sector to help 
facilitate the delivery of zero carbon homes, including the recent announcement of a JV 
agreement with Edenstone Homes Group that will see the delivery of 6,000 zero carbon 
homes by 2030.

Read the full specification here.

https://sero.group/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/20-08-19_Sero-Net-Zero-New-Build-Specification.pdf


Episode 4

Decarbonising Heat in 
America: a conversation 

with Nate the House 
Whisperer

We are now seven episodes into Season 4 of the excellent BetaTalk podcast, hosted by 
industry influencer Nathan Gambling.

As part of our mission to get the word out about Optimised Retrofit (particularly amongst 
future suppliers and tradespeople) – we are sponsoring Season 4 the podcast, which explores 
on-the-ground issues around technology, skills and training, with engineers across the country. 

BetaTalk Podcast

So, grab yourself a cuppa and give them a listen.

Episode 2 Episode 3Episode 1

To Heat Pump 
Hull & Back

Solar Thermal 
Hybrid

Retrofit with PAS2035
and TrustMark

Episode 5

Chatting with John 
Cantor Author of 

the book Heat 
Pumps for the Home

Episode 6

Zoning Heat Pumps 
Can Be Bad For 

Comfort & 
Efficiency

Episode 7

What is the Best 
Boiler - if you can 

not have a heat 
pump yet?

https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/07/12/podcast-episode-4-decarbonising-heat-in-america-a-conversation-with-nate-the-house-whisperer/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/06/08/podcast-episode-3-retrofit-with-pas2035-and-trustmark/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/06/08/episode-2-solar-thermal-hybrid/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/06/08/podcast-to-heat-pump-hull-back/
https://betatalk.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/07/22/podcast-episode-5-chatting-with-john-cantor-author-of-the-book-heat-pumps-for-the-home/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/08/24/podcast-episode-6-zoning-heat-pumps-can-be-bad-for-comfort-efficiency/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/08/24/podcast-episode-7-what-is-the-best-boiler-if-you-can-not-have-a-heat-pump-yet/


Events

Our de-carb army hosted their first event

At the start of August Optimised Retrofit held its first Decarb Army virtual event, 
in partnership with Sell2Wales and Business Wales, bringing together SMEs and 
tradespeople with a passion for zero carbon. The event was an opportunity to 
update our growing list of potential future suppliers on the OR project’s progress 
and provide an in-depth briefing on the role of battery storage and smart energy 
systems in decarbonising homes.

Read what our three speakers, Sero’s Alun Watkins and Lee Fisher and our guest 
Gary Watson from sonnenBatterie had to say on our blog live on our website 
here.

To sign up to the Decarb Army, please follow this link.

For more information on the work sonnenBatterie do, please follow this link.

Solar Power SonnenBatterie

Home

Utility Grid

https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/news/2021/08/06/blog-decarb-army-battery-storage/
https://www.optimised-retrofit.wales/partners-procurement-sme/
https://sonnengroup.com/sonnenbatterie/


We Want to Hear From You!

If you have any questions or want to find out more about the Optimised Retrofit project, 
then please get in touch:

Visit: 

Email: 

Follow us on Twitter:

LinkedIn:

Optimised Retrofit – Sero Group

optimisedretrofit@sero.life 

@OptimisedR

Optimised Retrofit

https://sero.group/optimised-retrofit/
mailto:optimisedretrofit%40sero.life?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/optimised-retrofit

